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President Moves to Curb Unauthorized Disclosures

By PHILGAILEY

. SprcialtoThe New Yerk Times .

WASHINGTON, Jan. 12 — Presiden
Reagan, asserting that unauthorizad
discicsures of classified material had
hampered the conduct ot foreign policy,
today ordered a series of measures to
protect national security information, -

In a statement released by the White-
House, Mr. Reagan sald the unauthor-
ized disclosure of classitied informatico’
had become a *‘problem of major pro-
porticns’ and vowed to use “‘all legal
means” to ldentily and discipline otfi.
cialswhoviolatedthenewrules, .. ...

The President ordersd ‘that these
stepsbetaken: . -~ S R

- GAny official invoived in national se- |
‘ “all national security offictals in the ex-
: Stateand Defense Departments, .- -

. In his statement, Mr. Reagan said h

-antees on freedor of the press and indi-

‘view, the official will have to write 2

" formation will be kept **to the minimum
‘essential to the orderly conduct of the

-access to the information will be subject
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curity poiicy will be required to chtain
approval from a senior oificial before
talking to a reporter. After the inter-

memorandum on what matters were
discussed. - S e :

4The number of officials with access
to national security and Intelligence in-

Government’s business,” the statement
said. .. . . ol '
gVhen an unauthorized disclosure oc-
curs, all Government employees with
to investigation. Mr. Reagan said “all
legal means’ would be used to identily
the socurce of the disclosure. White

‘Houseofficials declined toelaborate.
- .The President’s directive will apply to

ecutive branch, iacluding those in the

was mindful of the Constitution's guar-

" vidual liberties- and said he would at-|

L
(-

“tempt to carry out the directive in “a

balanced and careful manner.'” N
‘I do not believe, however,” Mr. Rea.!

'said Mr. Reagan felt that the'disclo-

V'gan added, “that the Constitution enti-, cy

i tles Government employees, entrusted

. 1 DisclosureonTalwanCited - -
- Pressed for an example, Mr. Gergen
cited the disclosure of the Administra.
tion's decision not i0 selk advanced mili.-
taryaircralttoTaiwan, ». - :° ..
He said the details for the enforces
ment of the new policy were still being
‘worked cut, such as whether the Federal
Burean of Investigation would be usad
to investigate viclatians and how to re.
strict the number of oftficials with ac-
cesstoclassified information. - - - |
Mr. Gergen, in response to questions,
said the Administration did rot antict-
pate “‘a vast expansion of classitied in.
formation'* under the policy, which he
said would apply to material ran
from“'top secret’” to*‘confidential.”’ .
‘Beyond that, Whits House olficials

sures were hampering the Administra~
tion’s ability to conduct foreign policy.”
In a supporting statament releasad at:
thesame time by the White House, Wil-
liam P, ClarkJr., the President’s new;
national security adviger, said that in]
some cases the publication ot classifiedy
information “rules out a foreign policy
option, or jeopardizes an ongoing poli-:

Mr. Clark sald fhiat reporters had

“the sitvation we have. It must rot be al- ' torestoreabalancethat hasbeenJost.” .

with confidential information critical to! been doing a better job of collecting
the functioning and effectiveness of the| classified information than Government-
Government, to disclose such informa- officials had in protecting it, adding,
tion with impunity. Yet this is precisely *These limited measures are designed

lowed to continue.” et 07 Asked if Mr. Reagan was following

David R. Gergen, White-House com-: the exampleof Presicent Nizon, who au-
munications director, said some of the; thorized a group called. the “White.
disclosures that had caused. the Presi~ House plumbers’’ to invastigate “Jeaks™
dent to act had resulted in the compro-; to the media, VMr. Gergen. repliad,
mise ol sensitive intelligence sources; “Every President has been concemed
and informatian, including some cases| about this problem. Every- President:
wherelives were endangered: .- - .- | hastakenremediai steps to deal with it..
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